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Secretary 
Western Australian Planning Commission 
Locked Bag 2506 OurRef 14-698310 
PERTH WA 6000 Enquiries Angela Coletti 

Phone 6145 0806 

ATTENTION: Anthony Muscara 

DECISION UNDER SECTION 48A(1)(a) 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

SCHEME AMENDMENT TITLE: Metropolitan Region Scheme Amendment 
1263/57 

LOCATION: Lots 89 - 95 & 100 Dundebar Road and Lot 
88 Garden Park Drive, Wanneroo 

RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY: Western Australian Planning Commission 
DECISION: Scheme Amendment Not Assessed -

Advice Given (no appeals) 

Thank you for referring the above scheme amendment to the Environmental 
Protection Authority (EPA). 

After consideration of the information provided by you, the Environmental 
Protection Authority (EPA) considers that the proposed scheme amendment 
should not be assessed under Part IV Division 3 of the Environmental Protection 
Act 1986 (EP Act) but nevertheless provides the following advice and 
recommendations. 

ADVICE AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Environmental Issues 

® Flora and Vegetation 
• Terrestrial Fauna 

2. Advice and recommendations regarding Environmental Issues 

On May 2013, the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority (OEPA) wrote 
to the Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) seeking further 
information on how the land owner intends to retain and protect the vegetation 
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on Lot 94 consistent with the Implementation Guide for East Wanneroo Structure 
Plan (WAPC 2009) and the City of Wanneroo Local Biodiversity Strategy 2011-
2016 (Attachment 1). It was also advised that the remnant vegetation on Lot 94 
may be suitable habitat for the Grand Spider Orchid (Caladenia hueglii), Gaceful 
Sun Moth (Synemon gratiosa), Carnaby's black cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus 
latirostris) and quenda (Isoodon obesulus fusciventer) 

Coterra Environment wrote to the OEPA, on the 16 April 2014, commenting on 
the above species and advising that the central portion of Lot 94 has been 
cleared. The OEPA is now aware that the vegetation was cleared for a 
residential dwelling approved by the City of Wanneroo (Attachment 2). 

Coterra also advised that the remaining vegetation on Lot 94 is not proposed to 
be retained although refinements could be made at the detailed structure 
planning stage if required. 

The EPA's records indicate that the vegetation within the amendment area may 
provide habitat for Carnaby's black cockatoo. All species of Cockatoos are 
protected under both the Wildlife Conservation Act (1950) and Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

The EPA expects that habitat trees within the amendment area, particularly on 
Lot 94, be retained as part of the detailed design of the concept plan. Scheme 
provisions and subdivision conditions requiring the retention of habitat trees to 
the satisfaction of the Department of Parks and Wildlife and other relevant 
agencies are recommended. 

The landowner should be made aware of the requirement under the 
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 to refer a 
proposal to the Commonwealth Department of Sustainability, Environment, 
Water, Population and Communities if a proposal is likely to impact on matters of 
national environmental significance. 

3. General Advice 

• For the purposes of Part IV of the EP Act, the scheme amendment is defined 
as an assessed scheme amendment. In relation to the implementation of the 
scheme amendment, please note the requirements of Part IV Division 4 of the 
EP Act. 

• There is no appeal right in respect of the EPA's decision on the level of 
assessment of scheme amendments. 



• A copy of this advice will be sent to the relevant authorities and will be 
available to the public on request. 

Darren Foster 
Director 
Strategic Policy and Planning Division 

19 May 2014 

Attachment 1 
Letter from Darren Foster (OEPA) to Neil Thomson (WAPC) dated May 2013 

Attachment 2 
Letter from Kristen Bennetts (Coterra) to Liesl Rohl (OEPA) dated 16 April 2014 
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Mr Neil Thomson 
Secretary 
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A605172:OEPA2013/0069 
Gary Williams, 6145 0821 
Gary. Williams@epa.wa.gov.au 

Attention: Anthony Muscara 

Dear Mr Thomson 

PgpPOSED METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT - LOT 
89p5 & 100 DUNDEBAR ROAD AND LOT 88 GARDEN PARK DRIVE, 
WANNEROO 

I refer to - your letter dated 30 January 2013 requesting comments on the 
proposed Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS) amendment for the above 
mentioned land. 

Strategic Assessment of the Perth-Peel Region 

I wish to advise that the Office. of the Environmental Protection Authority 
(OEPA) is now considering all new land development projects (structure plans 
and scheme amendments) within the Metropolitan and Peel regions in the 
context of the Strategic Assessment of the Perth-Peel Region (SAPPR) being 
undertaken by the Commonwealth Department of Sustainability, Environment, 
Water, Population and • Communities and the Government of Western 
Australia (WA). 

The Commonwealth will assess the impacts on matters of national 
environmental significance (MNES) protected under the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) by the 
development areas identified in the Directions 2031 and beyond - Metropolitan 
planning beyond the horizon and the subregional structure plans that are 
being prepared by the Department of Planning (DoP) and the Western 
Australian Planning Commission (WAPC). The Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) has been asked to provide strategic environmental advice to 
the WA Minister for Environment on environmental matters of interest to the 
State. This will include an environmental impact assessment of the proposed 
future development areas. 
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While the SAPPR is being undertaken the OEPA will continue to provide 
advice without prejudice on environmental scoping documents, structure plans 
and proposed scheme amendments. 

The environmental issues raised by the proposed MRS amendment include: 
o Flora and vegetation 

. o Terrestrial Fauna 

Flora and vegetation 

The Concept Structure Plan provided in the amendment report prepared by 
Greg Rowe & Associates (January 2013) shows that the majority of the 
remnant vegetation in the amendment area will be cleared for urban 
development. 

The OEPA is aware, that, since the East Wanneroo Structure Plan was 
released, an area of native vegetation on Lot 94 has been cleared in 
accordance with a development application approved by the City of 
Wanneroo. 

The Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) has advised that 
suitable habitat may be present in the amendment area for the Grand Spider 
Orchid (Caladenia hueglii) which is listed as 'Endangered' under the EPBC 
Act. The Environmental Assessment Report (Coterra Environment, January 
2012), notes a Level 1 vegetation and flora survey will be completed by a 
qualified botanist in accordance with the EPA's Guidance Statement 51: 
Terrestrial Flora and Vegetation Surveys for Environmental Impact 
Assessment in Western Australia (2004) for Lots 92, 94 and 95. This survey 
should be completed to the satisfaction of the DEC prior to earthworks, for 
subdivision, being undertaken on site. 

Terrestrial Fauna 

The Environmental Assessment Report states that remnant vegetation on site 
is suitable habitat for the Graceful Sun Moth (GSM) (Synemon gratiosa) and 
Carnaby's black cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus latirostris). The DEC has advised 
that the vegetation in the amendment area is also potential habitat for quenda 
(Isoodon obesulus fusciventer). 

o GSM is classified as Priority 4 fauna under the WA Wildlife 
Conservation Act 1950 (WC Act) and listed as 'Endangered' under the 
EPBC Act. 

o Carnaby's black cockatoo is listed as a 'Rare or likely to become 
extinct' under the WC Act and 'Endangered' under the EPBC Act. 

o Quenda is listed as 'Priority' (P5 - in need of monitoring - conservation 
dependent) under the WC Act. 
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The OEPA is aware that the vegetation on. Lot 94 is identified as : 

o a 'priority local natural area' 'worthy of retention' in the Implementation 
Guide for the East Wanneroo Structure Plan (WAPC; 2009); and 

o requiring 'partial protection'in the City of Wanneroo Local Biodiversity 
Strategy 2011-2016. 

The OEPA has no objection to the WAPC initiating the proposed MRS 
amendment for the above mentioned land. However, the OEPA is of the view 
that the remnant vegetation on Lot 94 should be managed by the planning 
process in a manner consistent with the Implementation Guide for the East 
Wanneroo Structure Plan and City of Wanneroo Local Biodiversity Strategy 
2011-2016. 

The proposed amendment to the MRS will require referral to the EPA in 
accordance with section 38 of the Planning and Development Act 2005 for a 
decision on whether or not the amendment requires formal environmental 
assessment. 

The proponent should be made aware of the requirement under the EPBC Act 
to refer a proposal to the Commonwealth Department of Sustainability, 
Environment, Water, Population and Communities if a proposal is likely to 
impact on matters of national environmental significance. 

I trust this information is of assistance. Should you have any enquiries please 
contact Gary Williams on 6145 0821. t • . 

Yours sincerely 

Strategic Policy and Planning Division 

May 2013 
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COTERRA 
ENVIRONMENT 

2/460 Roberts Road 
SUBIAC0 WA 6008 

T (08)9381 5513 
F (08) 9381 5514 

www.coterra.com.au 
info@coterra.com.au 

MRS AMENDMENT 1263/57: LOTS LOTS 89 - 95 & 100 DUNDEBAR ROAD & LOT 
88 GARDEN PARK DRIVE, WANNEROO (RURAL TO URBAN DEFERRED) 

Further to your correspondence dated 21 March 2014 (OEPA Ref: 2014-000069831 0) 
we are pleased to provide the following additional information. 

Background 

The proposed rezoning area comprises Lots 85-95 and 100 Dundebar Road, plus Lot 
88 Garden Park Drive, Wanneroo. As identified within the Environmental Assessment 
Report (EAR) remnant vegetation is present in limited areas within Lots 92 (0.68ha), 
94 (1,2ha) and 95 (0.51 ha) Dundebar Road. The vegetation present on these lots is 
generally fragmented in shape (see Figure 2 within the EAR). 

The site work which has been conducted to date on these lots includes: 

° Lomandra hennaphrodita and Lomandra maritima plant survey of Lots 92, 94 
and 95 by Dr Eleanor Bennett Ouly 201 2) 

Vegetation condition and floristic community type evaluation of Lot 94 by Geoff 
Bott from Endemic (December 2009) 

a Survey of trees with a diameter greater than 200mm on Lot 94 by Geoff Bott from 
Endemic (May 2010) 

We note that the central portion of Lot 94 has been cleared with the remaining 
vegetation now present around the periphery of the lot. 

Potential Presence of Rare and Priority Flora and Fauna 

The Rare flora species identified as potentially occurring onsite is the Grand Spider 
Orchid. We note that the closest known occurrence of this species to Wanneroo is 
located approximately 7km to the south-east as shown below. 
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Source: NatureMap (Accessed: 15 April 2014) 

Given the limited known occurrence of this species in the Wanneroo area we believe 
it unlikely that this species would be present at the site. 

Dr Ken Atkins (Department of Parks and Wildlife) has advised that this is the northern 
end of the species range and as such the likelihood of occurrence is less. Senior 
botanist, Dr Eleanor Bennett (Bennett Environmental Consulting) who undertook the 
Lomandra survey has advised that she does not believe the species would occur on 
this site given that the topography is elevated and there are no nearby wetlands (the 
species occurs in lower elevation dryland areas that are located in proximity to 
wetlands). 

A number of trees which may provide Carnaby's Black Cockatoo habitat 
opportunities were identified by Endemic in 2010 on Lot 94. The trees which now 
remain onsite (i.e. were located outside of the approximate clearing area for the Lot 
94 building envelope) are as follows: 

004 - Jarrah 
006 - Sheoak 
009 - Jarrah 
01 0 -Sheoak 
011 - Christmas Tree 
01 6 - Jarrah 
01 7 - Jarrah 
01 8 - jarrah 
021 - Jarrah 

022 - Christmas Tree 
023 - Jarrah 
024 - Banksia 
025 - Jarrah 
026 - Banksia 
027 - Jarrah 
030 - Jarrah 
031 -Sheoak 
032 - Banksia 

These trees are not proposed for retention under the preliminary concept plan. If 
these trees, or other areas of potential black cockatoo habitat, are removed based on 
the final structure plan design plants which provide habitat opportunities for 
Carnaby's Black Cockatoo can be included in landscape planting for the site to 
provide ongoing habitat opportunities. 
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Graceful Sun Moth (GSM) potential habitat plants (i.e. Lomandra hermaphrodita) 
were confirmed to be present onsite. Given the reduced conservation status of this 
species since the habitat plant survey was undertaken a GSM survey has not been 
conducted. Based upon the conservation status advice provided by the WA 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee (2013') which states: 'The Committee 
judges that the species is not likely to undergo a substantial reduction in numbers' 
and 'The Committee judges that the species' geographic distribution is restricted but 
is not precarious for its survival' further survey work is not proposed. 

The specific habitat requirements of the Quenda are reported by the Department of 
Parks and Wildlife (DPaW) as follows: 

° Habitat: Scrubby, often swampy, vegetation with dense cover up to 1 m high, 
often feeds in adjacent forest and woodland that is burnt on a regular basis and 
in areas of pasture and cropland lying close to dense cover. 

a On the Swan Coastal Plain, Quenda are often associated with wetlands. 

These habitat conditions are not present at the site as there is no swampy vegetation 
and there are no wetlands located near the site. The area of understory vegetation is 
also small in size. On this basis the species is not expected to occur in within the 
study area. 

City of Wanneroo Site Identification 

The City of Wanneroo identified the site as 'Parks and Recreation' within the 
Implementation Guide for the East Wanneroo Structure Plan report (WAPC, 2009). 
The more recent East Wanneroo Structure Plan report (WAPC, 2011) identifies Lot 94 
as Urban. 

The City of Wanneroo Locai Biodiversity Strategy (201 1-2016) identifies Lot 94 as 
part of a Local Natural Area but the mapping appears to pre-date the clearing as it 
does not identify the cleared portion of the site. 

The Local Natural Area criteria presented by the City of Wanneroo is as follows: 

The City will ensure natural areas to be protected are viable by using the 
following guidelines: 
a Size: greater than 4 hectares; 

Shape: compact, e.g. circle or square; 
Perimeter to area ratio: less than 0.04; 

° Condition: Cood or better, according to the condition scale in Keighery 1994; 
and 

a Connectivity: 500 to 1,000 metres from other viable natural areas to form an 
ecological linkage across urban/peri-urban landscapes 

Locally significant natural areas will include: 
1. Natural areas with recognised International, National, State or regional 
conversation value that are not yet protected; 
2. Natural areas consisting of a vegetation complex with less than 30 percent of 
the pre-European extent protected regionally or locally; 
3. Large, viable natural areas in good or better condition; 

' Threatened Species Scientific Committee. 2013. Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, 
Water, Population and Communities from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) on 
amendment to the list of Threatened Species under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/66757-listing-advice.pdf 
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4. Natural areas in good or better condition that contain both upland and 
wetland structural plant communities; 
5. Threatened or Priority Ecological Communities; 
6. Rare of Priority Flora or Fauna (or habitat for rare fauna); 
7. Conservation Category and Resource Enhancement Wetlands; 
8. Coastal vegetation. 
9. Forms part of an ecological linkage 

A review of these criteria against the characteristics of Lot 94 identifies the 
following: 

Table 1 Local Natural Area Criteria review for Lot 94 

Criteria Lot 94 Comment 
Size: greater than 4 hectares No - vegetation extends over approximately 

1.2ha 
Perimeter to area ratio: less than 0.04 No - perimeter to area ratio approximately 
Shape: compact, e.g. circle or square No - elongated shape around the property 

boundary 
Condition: Good or better, according to the 
condition scale in Keiqhery 1994 

Yes - condition identified by Endemic (2010) 
as Very Good-Excellent 

Connectivity: 500 to 1,000 metres from other 
viable natural areas to form an ecological 
linkage across urban/peri-urban landscapes 

Yes - approximately 450m from Bush Forever 
site 471 and 1 km from Bush Forever site 470. 

Natural areas with recognized International, 
National, State or regional conversation value 
that are not yet protected 

No 

Natural areas consisting of a vegetation 
complex with less than 30 percent of the pre-
European extent protected regionally or 
locally 

Yes 
Bush Forever identifies 2.5% protected in 
secure tenure, but 29.5% remaining 
CoW LBS identifies 5.5% protected, with 16.5% 
remaining. 

Large, viable natural areas in good or better 
condition 

No - area is not large 

Natural areas in good or better condition that 
contain both upland and wetland structural 
plant communities 

No wetland plant communities present. 

Threatened or Priority Ecological 
Communities 

Endemic (2010) identifies that TEC 20a is the 
only TEC to occur in this area and it is not 
represented by the vegetation onsite as the 
site is part of the Karrakatta Central and 
South vegetation complex and this TEC 
occurs in the Bassendean dunes. 

Rare of Priority Flora or Fauna (or habitat for 
rare fauna); 

Unknown 

Conservation Category and Resource 
Enhancement Wetlands 

No wetland present 

Coastal vegetation No 
Forms part of an ecological linkage Not identified as part of a linkage in the LBS. 

Based on the above Lot 94 in its current cleared extent does not contain features 
which would generally be demonstrated within a Local Natural Area. 

f 
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Proposed Actions to address conservation action queries relating to Lot 94 

Given the fragmented shape and limited size of the vegetation within Lot 94 the 
preliminary concept plan did not identify areas of vegetation retention as part of this 
lot. It is acknowledged that the detailed Structure Plan design process is yet to 
commence and refinements can be made to the design at this time if required. 

Prior to structure plan finalisation a rare flora search can be undertaken if OEPA 
require further confirmation in addition to the species distribution description 
provided above and the site specific conclusion provided by Dr Eleanor Bennett, to 
confirm if any Grand Spider Orchid plants are present onsite. This information could 
be provided to OEPA prior to Structure Plan finalization/regulatory authority 
approval. 

Fire management is an item which will require detailed investigation should areas of 
vegetation retention be proposed as part of the final Structure Plan. This matter will 
be addressed at Structure Plan stage, and a Fire Management Plan prepared at this 
time if required. 

Detailed landscape designs prepared at subdivision stage will include planting of 
species which provide potential habitat opportunities for Carnaby's Black Cockatoo. 
This will ensure that habitat remains within the immediate area. In this regard it is 
acknowledged that there are a number of Bush Forever sites (Sites 470 and 471) 
which provide Carnaby's Black cockatoo habitat opportunities in the local area in 
perpetuity. 

Conclusion 

On the basis of the above we confirm a rare flora search can be undertaken prior to 
Structure Plan finalisation, if required, although the advice provided by senior 
botanist Dr Eleanor Bennett is that the site does not contain the appropriate 
conditions for Caladenia huegelii. 

Potential Carnaby's Black Cockatoo habitat species will be included in the landscape 
planting program at subdivision stage. 

We trust this information meets your current requirements and is sufficient to allow 
the MRS Amendment to progress at this time. If you have any questions or would 
like to discuss any matters further please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

Yours Sincerely 

Kristen Bennetts 
Director 

cc: John Bestall 
Peter Fitzgerald, Rowe Group 


