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Attachment 1 to Ministerial Statement 415 
 

Change to proposal approved under section 45C of the  
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

 
 
This Attachment is to be included as a new Schedule 1of Ministerial Statement 415 
 

Proposal: Mt Keith Nickel Project: Tailings Storage Upgrade 430 km north of 
Kalgoorlie 

Proponent: BHP Billiton Nickel West Pty Ltd 
 

Changes: 
 Proposal short description included within Table 1 
 Proposal physical and operational elements included within Table 2. 
 Increase in tailings storage capacity element from 240Mt to 492 Mt 
 Figures 1 and 2 added to Ministerial Statement 415 
 Development Envelope delineated within Figure 2 

   

Table 1: Summary of the Proposal 

Proposal Title Mt Keith Nickel Project: Tailings Storage Upgrade 430 km 
north of Kalgoorlie 

Short Description The proposal is to develop a central discharge tailings storage 
facility consisting of a containment embankment to carry a ring 
main distribution pipe which would feed vertical risers located 
within the storage facility. A gradual lift in tailings height will be 
undertaken, rising by approximately 1 m to 1.5 m per year to 
store tailings discharged through risers from the processing 
plant at the adjacent Mt Keith nickel mine. 

 
Table 2: Location and authorised extent of physical and operational elements 

Element Location Previously Authorised 
Extent 

Authorised Extent 
 

Tailings Storage 
Capacity 

Figure 2 Disposal of approximately 
240 Mt of tailings 

Disposal of approximately 
492 Mt of tailings 

Height of 
Tailings Facility 

Figure 2 45m No Change 

Average Slope 
Angle 

Figure 2 Year 1 to 2: 1.5 to 2% 
Year 2 to 3: 2 to 2.5% 
Year 4 onwards: 2.5 – 3% 
 

Up to 3% 

 
Note: Text in bold in Table 2 indicates a change to the proposal. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Table 3: Abbreviations 

Abbreviation Term 
m Metres 
Mt Million tonnes 
ha hectare 
km kilometre 

 
Figures (attached) 

Figure 1 Mt Keith Central Discharge Tailing Storage Facility - Regional Location 
Figure 2 Proposal Development Envelope 
 
 
 
 
 
[Signed 14 October 2019] 
 
Dr Tom Hatton 
CHAIRMAN  
Environmental Protection Authority 
under delegated authority 
 



 

 
 
Figure 1: Mt Keith Central Discharge Tailing Storage Facility - Regional Location 



 

 
 
Figure 2:  Proposal Development Envelope 
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