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MINISTER FORTHE ENVIRONMENT WESTER

State #

STATEMENT THAT A PROPOSAL MAY BE IMPLEMENTED
(PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1986)

MT KEITH NICKEL PROJECT: TAILINGS STORAGE UPGRADE
400 KM NORTH OF KALGOORLIE (995)

WESTERN MINING CORPORATION LIMITED

This proposal may be implemented subject to the following conditions:

1-1

2-1

2-2

Proponent Commitments
The proponent has made a number of environmental management commitments in order
to protect the environment.

In implementing the proposal, the proponent shall fulfil the commitments made in the
Consultative Environmental Review and in response to issues raised following public
submissions; provided that the commitments are not inconsistent with the conditions or
procedures contained in this statement.

The environmental management commitments (January 1996) were published in
Environmental Protection Authority Bulletin 812 (Appendix 6) and a copy is attached.

Implementation
Changes to the proposal which are not substantial may be carried out with the approval of
the Minister for the Environment.

Subject to these conditions, the manner of detailed implementation of the proposal shall
conform in substance with that set out in any designs, specifications, plans or other
technical material submitted by the proponent to the Environmental Protection Authority
with the proposal.

Where, in the course of the detailed implementation referred to in condition 2-1, the
proponent seeks to change the designs, specifications, plans or other technical material
submitted to the Environmental Protection Authority in any way that the Minister for the
Environment determines, on the advice of the Environmental Protection Authority, is not
substantial, those changes may be effected.
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3-1

4-1

Proponent
These conditions legally apply to the nominated proponent.

No transfer of ownership, control or management of the project which would give rise to
a need for the replacement of the proponent shall take place until the Minister for the
Environment has advised the proponent that approval has been given for the nomination
of a replacement proponent. Any request for the exercise of that power of the Minister
shall be accompanied by a copy of this statement endorsed with an undertaking by the
proposed replacement proponent to carry out the project in accordance with the conditions
and procedures set out in the statement.

Decommissioning

The satisfactory decommissioning of the project, removal of the plant and installations
and rehabilitation of the site and its environs to a sustainable condition in the long term, is
the responsibility of the proponent.

Within five years following commissioning of the tailings storage facility, or at such later
time considered appropriate by the Minister for the Environment on advice of the
Department of Environmental Protection, the proponent shall prepare a plan which:

1 describes the process for decommissioning and rehabilitation of the project area;

- 2 provides for the long term management of ground and surface water systems affected

by the tailings disposal area; and

3 provides for the development of a "walk away" solution for the decoinmissioned

tailings storage facility,

to the requirements of the Environmental Protection Authority on advice of Department of
Environmental Protection, the Department of Minerals and Energy and the Water and
Rivers Commission. '

Note: A "walk away” solution means that the site shall either no longer require
management at the time the proponent ceases discharge operations, or if further
management is deemed necessary, the proponent shall make adequate provision so that
the required management is undertaken with no liability to the State.

The proponent shall implement the plan required by condition 4-1 to the requirements of
the Environmental Protection Authority on advice of the Department of Minerals and
Energy, the Water and Rivers Commission and the Department of Environmental
Protection. .

Reporting

Within five years following the commencement of the operation of the tailings storage
facility, the proponent shall submit a report which includes, but is not necessarily limited
to the following:

1 adescription of the development of the tailings storage facility;

2 details of the operation of the facility and issues arising from and variations required to
its operation; and

3 monitoring results,
to the requirements of the Environmental Protection Authority.

The reporting required by this condition shall be repeated thereafter at five-yearly intervals
to the requirements of the Minister for the Environment.

Note: The Environmental Protection Authority will subsequently advise the Minister for
the Environment on the need for further five-yearly reports.




6-1

7-1

Time Limit on Approval
The environmental approval for the proposal is limited.

If the proponent has not substantially commenced the project within five years of the date
of this statement, then the approval to implement the proposal as granted in this statement
shall lapse and be void. The Minister for the Environment shall determine any question as
to whether the project has been substantially commenced.

Any application to extend the period of five years referred to in this condition shall be
made before the expiration of that period to the Minister for the Environment.

Where the proponent demonstrates to the requirements of the Minister for the
Environment on advice of the Department of Environmental Protection that the
environmental parameters of the proposal have not changed significantly, then the
Minister may grant an extension not exceeding five years.

Compliance Auditing -
To help determine environmental performance and compliance with the conditions,
periodic reports on the implementation of the proposal are required.

The proponent shall submit periodic Performance and Compliance Reports, in accordance
with an audit programme prepared by the Department of Environmental Protéction in
consiltation with the proponent. .

.Procedure

Unless otherwise specified, the Department of Environmental Protection is responsible
for assessing compliance with the conditions contained in this statement and for issuing

. formal clearance of conditions.

Where compliance with any condition is in dispute, the matter will be determined by the

. Minister for the Environment.

Note

The propoﬁént is required to apply for a Works Approval for this project under the
provisions of Part V of the Environmental Protection Act.

Hon. Peter Foss QC MLC
MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

= 7 MAY 1888




Proponent’'s Environmental Management Commitments

January 1996

MT KEITH NICKEL PROJECT:
TAILINGS STORAGE UPGRADE
400 KM NORTH OF KALGOORLIE (995)

WESTERN MINING CORPORATION LIMITED
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Attachment 1 to Ministerial Statement 415

Change to proposal approved under section 45C of the
Environmental Protection Act 1986

This Attachment is to be included as a new Schedule 1of Ministerial Statement 415

Proposal: Mt Keith Nickel Project: Tailings Storage Upgrade 430 km north of
Kalgoorlie

Proponent: BHP Billiton Nickel West Pty Ltd

Changes:

¢ Proposal short description included within Table 1
Proposal physical and operational elements included within Table 2.
Increase in tailings storage capacity element from 240Mt to 492 Mt
Figures 1 and 2 added to Ministerial Statement 415
Development Envelope delineated within Figure 2

Table 1: Summary of the Proposal

Proposal Title Mt Keith Nickel Project: Tailings Storage Upgrade 430 km
north of Kalgoorlie
Short Description The proposal is to develop a central discharge tailings storage

facility consisting of a containment embankment to carry aring
main distribution pipe which would feed vertical risers located
within the storage facility. A gradual lift in tailings height will be
undertaken, rising by approximately 1 m to 1.5 m per year to
store tailings discharged through risers from the processing
plant at the adjacent Mt Keith nickel mine.

Table 2: Location and authorised extent of physical and operational elements

Element Location Previously Authorised Authorised Extent
Extent
Tailings Storage | Figure 2 |Disposal of approximately | Disposal of approximately
Capacity 240 Mt of tailings 492 Mt of tailings
Height of Figure 2 45m No Change
Tailings Facility
Average Slope | Figure2 [|Year1to2:1.5t02% Up to 3%
Angle Year 2to 3: 210 2.5%
Year 4 onwards: 2.5 - 3%

Note: Text in bold in Table 2 indicates a change to the proposal.

Prime House, 8 Davidson Terrace Joondalup, Western Australia 6027.
Postal Address: Locked Bag 10, Joondalup DC, Western Australia 6919.

Telephone: (08) 6364 7000 | Facsimile: (08) 6364 7001 | Email: info.epa@dwer.wa.gov.au



Table 3: Abbreviations

Abbreviation Term
m Metres
Mt Million tonnes
ha hectare
km kilometre

Figures (attached)

Figure 1 Mt Keith Central Discharge Tailing Storage Facility - Regional Location
Figure 2 Proposal Development Envelope

[Signed 14 October 2019]

Dr Tom Hatton

CHAIRMAN

Environmental Protection Authority
under delegated authority
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Figure 1: Mt Keith Central Discharge Tailing Storage Facility - Regional Location
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Figure 2: Proposal Development Envelope
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