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STATEMENT THAT A PROPOSAL MAY BE IMPLEMENTED 

(Environmental Protection Act 1986) 
 

BOONANARRING MINERAL SANDS MINE 

 

Proposal:  Open cut dry mining of mineral sands and the processing 

of mined material through primary and secondary 

concentration plants and dry minerals separation. It 

includes the construction and operation of associated 

infrastructure and a modification to the intersection of 

Brand Hwy with Wannamal Road West. 

Proponent: Image Resources NL 

 Australian Company Number 063 977 579 

Proponent Address: Suite 4a, 5 Mumford Place 

 BALCATTA WA 6021  

Assessment Number: 1947 

Report of the Environmental Protection Authority: 1516 

Pursuant to section 45 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 it has been agreed 
that the proposal described and documented in Table 1 and Table 2 of Schedule 1 
may be implemented and that the implementation of the proposal is subject to the 
following implementation conditions and procedures:  

Note: Words and expressions used in this Statement shall have the same respective meanings as in the Act or as 
provided for in Schedule 2 of this Statement. 

1 Proposal Implementation 

1-1 When implementing the proposal, the proponent shall not exceed the 

authorised extent of the proposal as defined in Table 2 in Schedule 1, unless 

amendments to the proposal and the authorised extent of the proposal has 

been approved under the EP Act. 
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2 Contact Details 

2-1 The proponent shall notify the CEO of any change of its name, physical 

address or postal address for the serving of notices or other correspondence 

within twenty eight (28) days of such change.  Where the proponent is a 

corporation or an association of persons, whether incorporated or not, the 

postal address is that of the principal place of business or of the principal 

office in the State. 

3 Time Limit for Proposal Implementation 

3-1 The proponent shall not commence implementation of the proposal after the 

expiration of five (5) years from the date of this Statement, and any 

commencement, within this five (5) year period, must be substantial. 

3-2 Any commencement of implementation of the proposal, within five (5) years 

from the date of this Statement, must be demonstrated as substantial by 

providing the CEO with written evidence, on or before the expiration of five (5) 

years from the date of this Statement. 

4 Compliance Reporting 

4-1 The proponent shall prepare and maintain a Compliance Assessment Plan to 

the satisfaction of the CEO. 

4-2 The proponent shall submit to the CEO the Compliance Assessment Plan 

required by condition 4-1 at least six (6) months prior to the first Compliance 

Assessment Report required by condition 4-6, or prior to implementation, 

whichever is sooner. The Compliance Assessment Plan shall indicate: 

(1) the frequency of compliance reporting; 

(2) the approach and timing of compliance assessments; 

(3) the retention of compliance assessments; 

(4) the method of reporting of potential non-compliances and corrective 

actions taken; 

(5) the table of contents of Compliance Assessment Reports; and 

(6) public availability of Compliance Assessment Reports. 

4-3 The proponent shall assess compliance with conditions in accordance with the 

Compliance Assessment Plan required by condition 4-1. 

4-4 The proponent shall retain reports of all compliance assessments described in 

the Compliance Assessment Plan required by condition 4-1 and shall make 

those reports available when requested by the CEO. 



 

 Page 3 of 14 

 

4-5 The proponent shall advise the CEO of any potential non-compliance within 

seven (7) days of that non-compliance being known. 

4-6 The proponent shall submit to the CEO the first Compliance Assessment 

Report fifteen (15) months from the date of issue of this Statement addressing 

the twelve (12) month period from the date of issue of this Statement and then 

annually from the date of submission of the first Compliance Assessment 

Report, or as agreed by the CEO. 

The Compliance Assessment Report shall: 

(1) be endorsed by the proponent’s CEO or a person delegated to sign on 

the CEO’s behalf; 

(2) include a statement as to whether the proponent has complied with the 

conditions; 

(3) identify all potential non-compliances and describe corrective and 

preventative actions taken; 

(4) be made publicly available in accordance with the approved 

Compliance Assessment Plan; and 

(5) indicate any proposed changes to the Compliance Assessment Plan 

required by condition 4-1. 

5 Public Availability of Data 

5-1 Subject to condition 5-2, within a reasonable time period approved by the CEO 

of the issue of this Statement and for the remainder of the life of the proposal 

the proponent shall make publicly available, in a manner approved by the 

CEO, all validated environmental data (including sampling design, sampling 

methodologies, empirical data and derived information products (e.g. maps)) 

relevant to the assessment of this proposal and implementation of this 

Statement. 

5-2 If any data referred to in condition 5-1 contains particulars of: 

(1) a secret formula or process; or 

(2) confidential commercially sensitive information; 

the proponent may submit a request for approval from the CEO to not make 

this data publicly available.  In making such a request the proponent shall 

provide the CEO with an explanation and reasons why the data should not be 

made publicly available. 

6 Flora and Vegetation in Nature Reserves 

6-1 The proponent shall ensure that groundwater dewatering and abstraction 
associated with the activities does not cause any loss or degradation of 
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defined environmental values within Bartlett’s Well and Boonanarring Nature 
Reserves and that no mining or excavation is undertaken within 50 metres 
from the development envelope boundary that is located adjacent to the 
Nature Reserves as shown in Figure 2 and delineated by the coordinates 
specified in Table 4 of Schedule 3. 

6-2 The proponent shall prepare a Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater 
Monitoring and Response Plan to the requirements of the CEO on the advice 
from the Department of Parks and Wildlife, as part of the proposal’s Water 
Resource Operating Strategy to be approved by the DoW. The Nature 
Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater Monitoring and Response Plan shall:   

(1) identify the environmental values to be protected; 

(2) when implemented, substantiate whether condition 6-1 is being met; 

(3) identify the location of monitoring and control sites; 

(4) detail the design of a survey to acquire baseline data from the 

monitoring and control sites;  

(5) detail the proposed monitoring methodology; 

(6) detail the proposed frequency and timing of monitoring; 

(7) identify criteria to trigger implementation of management responses and 

contingency measures to prevent loss or degradation of the defined 

environmental values within the Bartlett’s Well and Boonanarring 

Nature Reserves; and 

(8) identify further management responses and contingency measures to 

be implemented in the event that the criteria identified required by 

condition 6-2(7) have been reached. 

6-3 Prior to the commencement of groundwater dewatering and/or abstraction 
associated with the proposal, the proponent shall commence monitoring in 
accordance with the Nature Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater Monitoring 
and Response Plan required by condition 6-2 and continue implementation 
until otherwise agreed by the CEO. 

6-4 Prior to the commencement of groundwater dewatering and/or abstraction 
associated with the proposal, the proponent shall provide the baseline data 
results required by condition 6-2(4) and 6-3 to the CEO. 

6-5 In the event that monitoring required by condition 6-3 indicates criteria 
required by condition 6-2(7) have been reached the proponent shall: 

(1) immediately implement management and/or contingency measures 

identified by condition 6-2(8) and continue implementation until the 

criteria are being met, or until otherwise agreed by the CEO; 

(2) investigate to determine the likely cause of the criteria being reached; 

and 

(3) submit details of management and/or contingency measures 

implemented as required by condition 6-5(1) and the findings of the 
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investigation required by condition 6-5(2) to the CEO and the DPaW 

within 21 days of identification that the criteria have been reached. 

6-6 The proponent may review and revise the Nature Reserve Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring and Response Plan to the requirements of the CEO 
on the advice of the DPaW. 

6-7 The proponent shall review and revise the Nature Reserve Vegetation and 
Groundwater Monitoring and Response Plan as and when directed by the 
CEO. 

6-8 The proponent shall implement the latest approved revision of the Nature 
Reserve Vegetation and Groundwater Monitoring and Response Plan.  

7 Groundwater Quantity and Quality 

7-1 The proponent shall ensure that groundwater dewatering and abstraction 
associated with the proposal does not cause any loss of environmental values 
to the Collard wetland as shown in Figure 3, and does not result in drawdown 
of the groundwater level relative to the seasonal baseline by more than 0.5 
metres at the monitoring site as shown in Figure 3 and delineated by the 
coordinates specified in Table 5 of Schedule 3. 

7-2 The proponent shall prepare a Groundwater Monitoring Plan to the 
requirements of the CEO, for inclusion in the Water Resource Operating 
Strategy to be approved by the DoW. The Groundwater Monitoring Plan shall:   

(1) when implemented, substantiate whether condition 7-1 is being met; 

(2) detail the design of a survey to acquire baseline groundwater levels at 

the monitoring site as shown in Figure 3 and delineated by the 

coordinates specified in Table 5 of Schedule 3;  

(3) detail the proposed monitoring methodology at locations the monitoring 

site as shown in Figure 3 and delineated by the coordinates specified in 

Table 5 of Schedule 3; 

(4) detail the proposed frequency and timing of monitoring at the monitoring 

site as shown in Figure 3 and delineated by the coordinates specified in 

Table 5 of Schedule 3; 

(5) identify criteria to trigger implementation of management and/or 

contingency measures to prevent the lowering of the baseline 

groundwater level, required by condition 7-2(2), by more than 0.5 

metres; and 

(6) identify and test management and/or contingency measures to be 

implemented in the event that criteria identified required by condition 7-

2(5) have been reached. 

7-3 Prior to the commencement of groundwater dewatering and/or abstraction the 
proponent shall commence monitoring in accordance with the Groundwater 
Monitoring Plan required by condition 7-2 and continue implementation until 
otherwise agreed by the CEO. 
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7-4 Prior to the commencement of groundwater dewatering and/or abstraction 
associated with the proposal, the proponent shall provide the baseline data 
results required by condition 7-2(2) and 7-3 to the CEO. 

7-5 In the event that monitoring required by condition 7-3 indicates criteria 
required by condition 7-2(5) have been reached the proponent shall: 

(1) immediately implement management and/or contingency measures 

identified by condition 7-2(5) and continue implementation until the 

criteria are being met, or until otherwise agreed by the CEO; 

(2) investigate to determine the likely cause of the criteria being reached; 

and 

(3) submit details of management and/or contingency measures 

implemented as required by condition 7-5(1) and the findings of the 

investigation required by condition7-5(2) to the CEO within 21 days of 

identification that the criteria have been reached/exceeded. 

7-6 The proponent may review and revise the Groundwater Monitoring Plan to the 
requirements of the CEO. 

7-7 The proponent shall review and revise the Groundwater Monitoring Plan as 
and when directed by the CEO. 

7-8 The proponent shall implement the latest approved revision of the 
Groundwater Monitoring Plan.  

 
 
 
[Signed 22 August 2014] 
 
 
 
Albert Jacob MLA 
MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT; HERITAGE 
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Schedule 1 
 
Table 1: Summary of the Proposal 

Proposal Title Boonanarring Mineral Sands Mine 

Short Description Conventional open cut dry mining of mineral sands, and the 
processing of material mined through primary and secondary 
concentration plants and dry minerals separation 
approximately 12 to 24 kilometres northwest of the Gingin 
township on M70/1194, M70/1311, G70/250 and E70/3041.   
 
It includes the construction and operation of associated 
infrastructure (such as offices, workshops, roads, fuel 
storage, solar drying cells and water bores) and a 
modification to the intersection of Brand Highway with 
Wannamal Road West. 

 
 
Table 2: Location and authorised extent of physical and operational elements 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 

Element Location Authorised Extent 

Mine and associated 
infrastructure 

Figure 2 and Table 4 of 
Schedule 3 

Clearing of no more than 50 ha 
of native vegetation within a 
400 ha disturbance area in a 
1,205 ha development 
envelope 

Dewatering  Superficial aquifer Extraction of no more than 

0.92 GL/a 

 
 
Figures (attached) 

Figure 1 Locality map  

Figure 2  Boonanarring Mineral Sands Mine Development Envelope and conceptual 
layout  

Figure 3 Groundwater Monitoring Locations for the Mindarra North West Wetlands  
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Figure 1:  Locality map 
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Figure 2: Boonanarring Mineral Sands Mine Development Envelope and 

conceptual layout  
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Figure 3: Groundwater Monitoring Locations for the Mindarra North West 

Wetlands 
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Schedule 2 

Table 3: Abbreviations 

Abbreviation Definition 

CEO The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of the Public Service 
of the State responsible for the administration of section 48 of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986, or his delegate. 

DPaW Department of Parks and Wildlife 

DoW Department of Water 

EPA Environmental Protection Authority 

EP Act Environmental Protection Act 1986 

GL/a Gigalitres per annum 

ha hectare 

m metre 
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Schedule 3 
 
All co-ordinates are in whole metres, listed in Map Grid of Australia Zone 50 (MGA 
Zone 50), datum of Geodectic Datum of Australia 1994 (GDA94). 
 
Table 4: Project Co-ordinates  
Coordinate 

No 
Easting Northing 

1 388506 6544768 

2 387823 6546223 

3 387399 6547132 

4 387205 6547535 

5 386526 6547498 

6 385909 6547459 

7 385901 6548158 

8 385900 6548252 

9 385871 6548545 

10 385839 6548860 

11 385800 6549060 

12 386062 6549136 

13 385722 6550954 

14 385291 6553328 

15 385431 6553363 

16 385546 6553141 

17 386022 6552185 

18 386033 6551161 

19 386447 6551162 

20 387277 6549501 

21 387716 6548549 

22 388858 6546066 

23 389153 6545404 

24 389157 6545028 

25 389342 6545030 

26 389688 6544253 

27 390527 6542114 

28 390919 6540865 

29 390112 6540848 

30 388915 6543895 

31 388506 6544768 

 
Exclusion area within overall boundary 

32 386711 6548184 

33 386674 6548403 

34 386586 6548474 

35 386144 6548646 

36 386077 6548708 
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37 385925 6548736 

38 385960 6548561 

39 385964 6548162 

40 386711 6548184 

 
 
Table 5: Groundwater Monitoring Locations 
Polygon Easting Northing 

1 386189.7933 6548899.801 

1 386215.7677 6548974.056 

1 386238.6334 6549019.307 

1 386265.9519 6549059.239 

1 386377.6666 6549033.274 

1 386356.2934 6548933.295 

1 386340.4119 6548838.724 

1 386329.0574 6548727.017 

1 386325.4457 6548614.3 

1 386325.7178 6548576.737 

1 386207.2333 6548621.968 

1 386203.4567 6548687.405 

1 386181.5475 6548817.098 

1 386185.5879 6548869.718 

1 386189.7933 6548899.801 

2 386201.6343 6548169.01 

2 386329.7088 6548172.15 

2 386359.4103 6548033.938 

2 386372.546 6547895.586 

2 386382.375 6547756.144 

2 386402.0743 6547626.431 

2 386414.7812 6547548.187 

2 386426.2182 6547492.468 

2 386320.2591 6547485.199 

2 386291.547 6547640.598 

2 386259.347 6547819.581 

2 386221.2595 6548050.024 

2 386201.6343 6548169.01 
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Notes 

The following notes are provided for information and do not form a part of the 
implementation conditions of the Statement: 

 The proponent for the time being nominated by the Minister for Environment 

under section 38(6) of the EP Act is responsible for the implementation of the 

proposal unless and until that nomination has been revoked and another 

person is nominated.  

 If the person nominated by the Minister, ceases to have responsibility for the 

proposal, that person is required to provide written notice to the 

Environmental Protection Authority of its intention to relinquish responsibility 

for the proposal and the name of the person to whom responsibility for the 

proposal will pass or has passed. The Minister for Environment may revoke a 

nomination made under section 38(6) of the EP Act and nominate another 

person. 

 To initiate a change of proponent, the nominated proponent and proposed 

proponent are required to complete and submit Post Assessment Form 1 – 

Application to Change Nominated Proponent. 

 The General Manager of the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority 

was the Chief Executive Officer of the Department of the Public Service of the 

State responsible for the administration of section 48 of the Environmental 

Protection Act 1986 at the time the Statement was signed by the Minister for 

Environment. 

 The unnamed wetland located adjacent to Drew Road is referred to in 

condition 7 of the Statement as the Collard wetland. The Collard wetland is 

shown in Figure 3. 

 



 

 

Attachment 1 to Ministerial Statement 981 
 

Change to proposal approved under section 45C of the  
Environmental Protection Act 1986 

 
 

This Attachment replaces Schedule 1 of Ministerial Statement 981 
 

Proposal: Boonanarring Mineral Sands Mine 

Proponent: Image Resources NL 
 

Changes: 
 Increasing the disturbance area from 400 ha to 500 ha   

Table 1: Summary of the Proposal 

Proposal Title Boonanarring Mineral Sands Mine 
Short Description Conventional open cut dry mining of mineral sands, and the 

processing of material mined through primary and secondary 
concentration plants and dry minerals separation 
approximately 12 to 24 kilometres northwest of the Gingin 
township on M70/1194, M70/1311, G70/250 and E70/3041.  
 
It includes the construction and operation of associated 
infrastructure (such as offices, workshops, roads, fuel storage, 
solar drying cells and water bores) and a modification to the 
intersection of Brand Highway with Wannamal Road West. 

 
Table 2: Location and authorised extent of physical and operational elements 

Element Location Previously Authorised 
Extent 

Authorised Extent 

Mine and 
associated 
infrastructure 

Figure 2 
and Table 4 
of Schedule 
3 

Clearing of no more than 
50 ha of native vegetation 
within a 400 ha disturbance 
area in a 1,205 ha 
development envelope 

Clearing of no more than 
50 ha of native vegetation 
within a 500 ha 
disturbance area in a 
1,205 ha development 
envelope 

Dewatering Superficial 
aquifer 

Extraction of no more than 
0.92 GL/a 

No change 

 
Note: Text in bold in Table 2 indicates a change to the proposal. 
 
Table 3: Abbreviations 

Abbreviation Term 
GL gigalitre 
ha hectare 

 
 



 

 

Figures (attached) 

Figure 1 Locality map 
Figure 2 Boonanarring Mineral Sands Mine Development Envelope and conceptual 

layout 
Figure 3 Groundwater Monitoring Locations for the Mindarra North West Wetlands 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed 6 August 2019 
 
Dr Tom Hatton 
CHAIRMAN  
Environmental Protection Authority 
under delegated authority 
 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Locality map 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2:  Boonanarring  Mineral Sands Mine Development Envelope and conceptual 

layout 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3: Groundwater Monitoring Locations for the Mindarra North West Wetlands 
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